RICHELIEU THE ORGANISER
Gallicanism, problems of doctrine and questions of finance.
On this perpetually slippery terrain, Richelieu showed
marvellous opportunism, avoiding any pronouncement on
principles, seeking only particular solutions. His ideal was
to maintain a just middle course, and in 1641 he drew up,
with Pierre de Marca, a work entitled De Concordia Sacerdotii
et Imperil, designed to prove that Gallican immunity did
not impair the imprescriptible rights of the Papacy. But
although he thus asserted the rights of Gallicanism \vith
regard to the Holy See, he did not recognise any privileges
for it so far as public finances were concerned. On this
point the Cardinal's authority was felt to be oppressive by
the clergy, who, with helpless amazement and indignation,
saw themselves being deprived of long-standing immunities.
Practically, the clergy were exempt from taxes, and con-
fined themselves, when necessary, to voluntary contribu-
tions; they haggled over them peevishly, and reduced
them to a minimum. Richelieu made up his mind, and
in 1639 announced his decision to make the clergy contri-
bute thereafter without consulting them. By royal pro-
clamation, he enacted that ecclesiastical property was of
precarious tenure, that the possession of the benefits of
mortmain was a concession from the King, and that, in
every way, he should be compensated in exchange for the
benefits which he thus conferred, proportionately to their
value.
There followed a series of clerical laws which to-day
we should call a fiscal inquisition: declaration and control
of revenues, with inventories of property. As may easily
be imagined, a storm burst forth in every diocese of
France. Despite the opposition of the Government, the
clergy met in a general assembly; orators thundered, pro-
tested, wailed, passed resolutions, and finally the King
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